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A Moving Progress Report 

LNS is moving right along. We finally 
signed the lease for our new office on June 7. 
It f s a 5,000 square foot floor of a commercial 
building in downtown Manhattan that’s twice the 
space we have now — and it has lots of windows — 
quite a switch from our basement office of 
8 years. 

We’ve worked on the new office every day 
since the lease was signed. Half the staff is 
continuing to put out the packet and half has 
been doing construction work. 

The loft was completely empty. Now we have 
studding up for all the rooms, and have started 
to put up the sheet rock walls and the door 
ways — all this by a crew of fairly inexperienced 
carpenters. Friends have helped, and we’ve had fun 
learning new work, even though the temperature 
has hit the 90 ’s some days. 

But... we still have to finish the walls 
and doors, paint, add plumbing and sinks for 
the darkrooms, pack up the old office, move 
everything (including two ATF Chief offset 
presses) , and set up ready to publish by July 
9! As we’ve mentioned before, we’ll need to 
stop publishing from June 25-July 6 in order 
to complete the move. 

We’ve fundraised over $3,500 for moving 
but we still need more. You can help us by 
making sure to pay your June bill (back ones 
too). We’ll keep you up on how things 
progress. Our new address, effective July 1, 
is 17 W. 17th St.— 8th floor. New York, 

N.Y. 10011. 

LNS 
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(See graphics fct this story 0 Also see packet #764 
ict background article on the Compact.,) 

LNS INTERVIEW WITH LUIS RIVERA PAGAN: 

INDEPENDISTA DISCUSSES PROPOSED U.S.-PUERTO RICO 
"COMPACT OF PERMANENT UNION" 

l Editor’s note: Luis Rivera Pagan , 

National Coordinator of the Puerto Rican Committee 
of Christians for Socialism pas recently in the U.S. 
on a speaking tour\ In the following interview con- 
ducted by LNS, Pagan discusses the n Compact of Per- 
manent Union between Puerto Rico and the United 
States , n a bill now under p^igressional discussion 
in which the U.S. attempts to strengthen and 
legalize fr its colonial control over Puerto Rico . 

The compact Is designed as a solution to the 
economic arid political crises which the U.S , and the 
colonial government in Puerto Rico have faced in the 
past several years . Economically , the recession 

has hit Puerto Rico hard . The old " Operation 
Bootstrap " program of the 1950s is no longer viable s 
and n the cost for the U 0 S 0 of the preservation of 
the colonial system is now much higher than it was 
in the past, " according to Pagan 0 

Politically , the growing Puerto Rican indepen- 
dence movement ; and support for it throughout the 
world, , are a grave threat to the United States r 
control over the Island . 

The compact aims to quiet the demand for 
Puerto Rican independence by claiming that Puerto 
Ricans want to join tf in permanent union " with the 
United States <, The first section of the compact 
asserts that , ’’The people of Puerto Rico constitute 
an autonomous body politic organized by their own 
free will and In common agreement with the United 
States c " 

And by exempting Puerto Rico from federal 
minimum wage laws, healthy safety and other labor 
standards , arid environmental regulations , the com- 
pact attempts to solve the economic problems of 
companies with large investments on the island . 

The most recent version of the bill does not include 
the explicit calls for these exemptions because 
they’ve become too controversial „ Instead , it pro- 
poses that a ” joint commission ” of twelve Puerto 
Ricans and Americans be established to send rec - 
commendations to the U.S* president on which fed- 
eral laws should be declared inapplicable „ The 
exemptions would go into effect if the president . 
approves , and congress raises no objections within 
60 days , 

The commission would consist of two people ap- 
pointed by the president of the U.S., two by the 
president cf the Senate , two by the speaker of the 
House, and six by the colonial governor of Puerto 
Rice , The Puerto Rican people would have no say in 
this process „ 

Luis Rivera Pagan explains that the current 
compact bill evolved from the Aguas Buenas Declara- 
tion put forth in 1970 by the Puerto Rican Popular 
Democratic Party which called for more self govern- 
ment for Puerto Rico. The proposal has been watered 
down by the U.S. and the colonial government to the 
point where. Pagan concludes, ” This is nothing. ”) 
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WHAT SPECIFICALLY IS CONTAINED IN THE PRO- 
POSED COMPACT? 

First, a new name for Puerto Rico — in 
English. It was first called the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico; now it f s called the Free Associated 
Stateo 

Today we have one (Puerto Rican) Commissioner 
in the U.S. House of Representatives; this bill 
provides for another commissioner in the Senate, 
with a voice — but no vote. 

Up to now, the U.S. District Court in Puerto 
Rico uses English. This bill ^provides for the use 
of Spanish unless the U.S. District Court itself 
decides that English has to be used. These are the 
"concessions . ,! 

On,* article in the compact says that ^Notwith- 
standing any other provision of law Puerto Rico may 
import materials and articles duty free for subse- 
quent shipment and sale to other parts of the U.S. 
customs territory, provided that the U.S. shipping 
price contains at least 35% value added in Puerto 
Rico." 

What does this mean? It means that Puerto Rico 
might get oil, refine it, and send it to the United 
States without having to pay the tariff on that oil. 

And now you ask, "Who will that benefit?" The 
United States, certainly, because that oil will be 
refined by U.S. corporations in Puerto Rico and then 
most of it will be sent to the United States without 
having to pay the tariffs! 

They have that article in the compact because 
Puerto Rico is a petrochemical power , That indus- 
try began to go into a deep crisis several years 
ago to the point where the federal government has 
had to give a subsidy to CORCO, our most important 
petrochemical center. There are estimates that 
they will have to give CORCO $25 million in federal 
subsidies this year. 

Se, in summarizing, this compact is a complete 
deception. It’s a very disappointing document • It f s 
a far-away cry from the Aguas Buenas Declaration of 
the Popular Democratic Party, I think it is really 
a declaration of bankruptcy of the movement for 
autonomy in Puerto Rico without declaring indepen- 
dence — this kind of ambiguous movement 0 I think 
it ? s a kind of dismissal of their illusions . 

HOW WILL THE UoS, GOVERNMENT TRY TO USE THE 
COMPACT WHEN PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE IS DIS- 
CUSSED IN THE UNITED NATIONS DECOLONIZATION COM- 
MITTEE? (This discussion is scheduled for August. 

In 1972 the UoN. committee recognized that Puerto 
Rico is, in fact, a colony. In the 1975 session, 
the UoS. forced a postponement of a more in-depth 
discussion of the subject.) 

The compact talks as if the right of self- 
determination of the Puerto Rican people has been 
respected. The compact says that the people of 
Puerto Rico "constitute an autonomous body politic 
organized by their own free will " And another 
article of the compact begins with: "In order to 

respect the right of self-government guaranteed by 
this compact ... " 

So they are going to the U.N. with this kind of 
Tune 19, 1976 “more ... 


rhetoric, saying that the compact guarantees the 
right of self-determination and is supposedly pro- 
Mumo a channel for Puerto Ricans to freely exer- 
cise their sovereign will, and therefore there is 
no need for the Decolonization Committee. 

Secondly, they want to go to the U.N. and tell 
them, "A joint commission has been established. 

e problem in Puerto Rico is now in the process 
of being solved. And if you enter into this, you 
are interfering in the internal affairs of the re- 
lationship between Puerto Rico and the U.S." 

The whole thing is supposedly a compact between 
two free and sovereign bodies, the U.S. and Puerto 
Rico. And that's a fiction. This is a law od Con- 
gress and it is the U.S. who retains power-absolute 
power. 

For example, if congress approves a law that 
the government of Puerto Rico thinks should not be 
applicable to Puerto Rico, then it can raise ob- 
jections to the president of the U.S. But the 
final adjudicator is still the U.S. I don't think 
the compact bill will fulfill the function of 
deceiving people in the United Nations. 

WHAT ABOUT PLANS OF U.S. STATEHOOD VERSUS 
INDEPENDENCE? WHO SUPPORTS THOSE PLANS IN PUERTO 
RICO? 


There is a sector of the Puerto Rican popu- 
lation composed of parts of the intermediate 
bourgeoisie and also the lumpen proletariat that 
are supporting statehood. 

I would say, however, that the U.S. corpo- 
rations and the people more related to the U.S. 
corporations in Puerto Rico are not in favor of 
statehood. Because that will mean the application 
of federal tax laws. They want the status quo. 

The status quo provides that the U.S. federal 
law with respect to wages does not apply to Puerto 
Rico and that U.S. federal tax laws do not apply 
in Puerto Rico. The U.S. corporations derive 
more profits and benefits from Puerto Rico being 
a colony rather than a state. 

The support for independence comes more from 
the working class and segments of the petty 
bourgeoisie that are in contradiction with U.S. big 
business, and from the students also. 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EX-GOVERNOR 
ROBERTO SANCHEZ VILELLA AND REPRESENTATIVE ROBERTO 
REXACH BENITEZ LEAVING THE POPULAR DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY IN PUERTO RICO? BENITEZ SAYS THAT AUTONOMISM 
IS DYING, AND THERE IS A POLARIZATION BETWEEN STATE- 
HOOD AND INDEPENDENCE. WHAT'S THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THEIR DECISION AND WHAT DO THEY REPRESENT IN 
TERMS OF THE GENERAL POPULATION? 

In the Popular Democratic Party there are the 
opportunists and the people who authentically believe 
in the achievement of more self-government for 
Puerto Rico. But more and more, the PDP is domi- 
nated by the opportunists, those who want to control 
and dominate. 

The two you have named, Vilella and Benitez, 
have broken with the Popular Democratic Party on 
two issues: the fact that the Popular Democratic 

Party is not struggling for more self-government in 


Puerto Rico, and that the Popular Democrats are 
more and more tied up to the interests of the U.S. 

corporations . 

Vilella and Benitez are the tip of the ice- 
berg. There is a segment of the Puerto Rican 
population which is not independista, which is not 
socialist, but which wanted autonomy, wanted re- 
forms of the economic system, and which is now 
considering the possibility that the system can 
not be reformed. And that thereforeifhe autono- 
mist, the reformist way is closed. 

They are in that process of transition. And 
I think these persons will play an important role 
in the future. More and more they will take a 
stand against the PDP, against the colonial system, 
against capitalism. 
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(Thanks to "Puerto Rico Libre" for help on this 
interview.) 
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BLACK WOMAN CONSTRUCTION WORKER DENIED SAFETY EQUIP 'T 

NEW YORK (Northwest Pas sage/LNS) — A woman's 
determination to hang on to her construction) job in 
the face of employer harrassment has cost her partial 
loss of eyesight and possibly severe spinal problems. 
Letha Neal, a black woman whose hiring by Potelco, 
Inc,, a construction firm in Seattle, was apparently 
a result of pressure from the City's Office on Women'; 
Rights, began work on May 3. The only woman on the 
job, she was put to work immediately on a jackhammer, 
where she continued working throughout the week. 

It is unusual for an inexperienced worker to be 
given such a long stint on the jackhammer, according 
to Michael Jiminez, a spokesperson for the United 
Construction Workers. "This is the first time I've 
ever heard of it happening," he said. 

When Neal asked for a shorter drill bit to ad- 
just the jackhammer to her height she was turned 
down. The company later refused to let her use a 
lighter idle 45 pound jack, which she believes would 
have done the job just as well. 


i got no instructions on how to operate a lack- 
hammer," says Nial. "Nothing was ever said to me 
about safety instructions or anything else." In 
addition, and in apparent violation of state law, 
the company did not issue her safety goggles and "re- 
fused her request for them. 


Soon after she got off work on May 7, after five 
days on the jackhammer, Letha Neal was admitted to 
the hospital with a build-up of spinal fluid and a 
substantial loss of vision in one eye. The vision 
loso may have been caused by concrete shavings 
lodging in her unprotected eyes. Her doctor is 
unsure whether or not and to what degree her dis- 
abilities will be permanent. 

The City's Office on Women's Rights is investi- 
gating the case. 
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HOW TO COLLECT UNEMPLOYMENT IF YOU ARE FIRED 


By Raymond Avrutis 

(Editor's note: the following article is 
the last in a three part series by Raymond Avrutis, 
and has been edited by LNS 0 The first two, aptte&r*- 
ing - m issues #795 and 797, wereeentitled 
^Students: How You Can Collect Unemployment," and 
How to Quit Your Job and Collect Unemployment.” 
Avtul _ i_s has written a booK based on his extensive 
staay of unemployment insurance eligibility in 
all 50 states). 


NEW YORK (LNS)--Many people believe that 
they can collect unemployment insurance (UI) only 
if they have been laid off from their jobs due 
to lack of work. This is not true, however? You 
may be able to collect UI if you have been fired. 


The only reason you may be denied UI for 
being fired is if you were fired for misconduct. 

But the legal interpretation of misconduct varies 
from state to scate, so there is no pP oirtt : in^&SSBm- 
mg you aren’t eligible. And being fixed for 
simple inefficiency does not merit a denial of 
benefits. 


Most people who are filed for misconduct have 
not committed any crime. For example, two people 
are working on a loading platform. One says 
something the other does not like. A fight starts, 
and one or both of them are fired -- for miscon- 
duct, Ox a supervisor may be riding an employee 
pretty hard. The worker calls the supervisor a 
name and is fired, 

"Fired for misconduct" says the local unem- 
ployment office, which can then either deny UI 
benefits or postpone them, depending on the state? 

The penalty for misconduct is often unduly 
harsh: benefits can be totally denied until the 
unemployed person finds new work, earns at least 
several hundred dollars and is either laid off 
for lack of work; quits with ’’good cause" (as de- 
fined by that state’s unemployment insurance laws 
and by the claims deputy who makes the benefit de- 
termination) , or is fired for a reason 
misconduct . 

In 12 states, ycu can collect UI if you were 
fired for misconduct, but only after postponing 
your benefits for a few weeks, often six to eight. 
This occurs in Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, 

New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Vermont. These 
same states impose the "new work" requirement for 
quitting without good cause. 

Usually, the penalty for being fired for mis- 
conduct is the same or similar to the penalty 
for quitting without good cause. And in Wisconsin, 
the penalty for misconduct is greater. 

Even in states where benefits are simply post- 
poned, committing misconduct in order to collect 
UI is not recommended. If you are fired for mis- 
conduct, another employer may be less likely to 
hire you m the future. 

If you have been fired, and believe there is 
the slightest chance that the unemployment office 
may label your termination "fired for misconduct,” 
try to get laid off from a short-term job before 
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filing your claim. 

Valid short-term jobs you may take to insure 
that you receive your unemployment benefits include 
being a baby sitter, helping someone move into a 
house or apartment, typing someone’s term paper, 
or painting a living room. If you are laid off for 
lack of work, you face no suspension of benefits. 
£See last issue for a full discussion of this) . 

Taking on the short term job will allow you to 
avoid the denial of benefits except in states which 
consider the reasons you left jobs other than your 
last one. These states are the following: Alaska, 
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Mayland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Ohio, Oregon, 
West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

In all unlisted states, a disqualification for 
misconduct is based only on the reason(s) you left 
your very last job -- even if the job lasts for 
less than one full day. 

Save this article for future reference, and 
mailca copy to a friend. And remember: when in 
doubt, file a claim. You worked for it — now col- 
lect it! 


(Raymond Avrutis’ book, "How to Collect Unemployment 
Benefits: Complete Information for. All 50 States" 
provides a wealth of information. If you bookstore 
doesn’t have it, ask them to order it for you, or 
order directly from Shocken Books, Inc., 200 Madi- 
son Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. Enclose $1.25 
for the book and an additional 35 for handling,) 
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*************************************************** 
C6STLY ORGANIZED CRIME STUDY STATES THE OBVIOUS 

NEW YORK (Texas Observer/LNS) --The Texas 
Organized Crime Prevention Council got $176,000 
from the federal government in 1975 to produce a 
report on organized crime for the Governor’s office. 
The Council labored mightily to come up with the 
following conclusions: 

"The Texas Department of Public Safety has 
found that the sale and use of narcotics is 
directly proportionate to the size of an area’s 
population." 

"One of the more traditional offenses associ- 
ated with organized crime has been prostitution. 

In contacting local police agencies throughout 
Texas, the council has confirmed that prostitution 
is present in a variety of forms." 

"It has been said often that corruption is 
the handmaiden of organized crime. . . . All 
available data indicates that organized crime 
flourishes only where it has corrupted local 
officials . ” 


p -30- 

************************************************* 
JUNE 17: meeting [Vorster] to see if South 

Africa is willing to contribute to a moderate and 
peaceful evolution of events in southern Africa.” 

--Henry Kissinger 

JUNE 17: Toll of demonstrators killed by South 

African police reaches 58; 800 wounded. 
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[See #796 for more details on the Esmeralda’s arrival] 

SOUTH AFRICAN AND CHILEAN SHIPS FEATURED IN 
BICENTENNIAL EXTRAVAGANZA 

NEW YORK (LNS) — "Operation Sail*" an interna- 
tional naval exhibition and Bicentennial extravaganza 
planned for New York harbor July 3 will include 
ships from South Africa and Chile. 

The ^President Kruger” will be the first South 
African navy vessel ever to visit the United States; 
Also featured at the event will be the Chilean clipf-'* 
per ship ’’Esmeralda, " used as a torture center during 
and after the 1973 coup in Chile. 

"The alliance between the military junta and 
the [South African] racist regime," says the American 
Committee on Africa, "will be literally on display 
at this event, which will be nationally and inter- 
nationally televised." 

The Esmeralda will sport an honorary South 
African captain and personnel from the South 
African armed forces. 

The Kruger will arrive with a crew of 200, some 
of whom will parade through the streets of New 
York while the ship carries out "maneuvers" in the 
harbor for tourists, ACOA reports. 

The invitation of the South African frigate, 
announced in a communique to government offices by 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, came six months 
after the original list of 90-odd participating 
countries was announced. The State Department 
approved the invitation despite Hn~of flcial arms 
embargo of South Africa which implies no contact 
with that country’s military forces. But, ACOA 
points out, "The United States also officially 
claims to ’abhor’ apartheid, South Africa’s brutal 
system of white supremacist exploitation. Yet 
official policy has once again been flagrantly 
violated, and a mockery made of the legitimate pur- 
poses of the Bicentennial." 

* * * 

The American Committee on Africa urges people 
to protest the presence of the fragp i?' ^TiniV UsmOr- 
alda in New York harbor by writing to the Secretary 
of State, Washington, D.C. 20520. 

Demonstrations are being planned by the Chile 
Solidarity Committee, if the group fails to get 
the New York City £ouncTl to forbid the Esmeralda 
from docking. For more information, contact the 

: Solidarity Committee at 156 Fifth Ave., 

New York, N.Y. 10010. Phone (212) 691-9025. 
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************************************************** 
CREWMEN TAKE NAVY TO COURT 

SAN FRANCISCO (Common Sense/LNS) — "Join the 
Navy and see the world!" How many youths have 
flocked to that call and returned with little more 
than memories of grease guns, lousy food and stuffy 
quarters? 

The Navy has never been very good at keeping 
promises, but it may soon be forced to pay its 
dues c As many as 200 crewmen from six different 
Oakland-based ships are taking the Navy to court 
this June — for breach of contract. 

The crewmen, all nuclear technicians, have 
filed suit in an effort to obtain variable re-en- 




listment bonuses promised them on enlistment 
and then retracted by an act of Congress* Many 
signed up for the much-in-demand nuclear speciali- 
ties precisely for the sxtra money being offered 
between $3,000; arid $6,000 apiece for most, men. 

On enlistment, their recruiters had promised 
them that at the start of the fourth year of 
their six year terms, they would receive the 
bonuses . 

However, in the four year period between the 
time they enlisted and the pay-off date, Congress 
withdrew the bonuses retroactively* Twenty- 
eight thousand men were left holding a contract 
which Congress — their employer — had backed out of. 

In Oakland a handful of USS Enterprise nu- 
clear techs put up $50 each in lawyers 1 fees 
and went out to gather other plaintiffs. They 
succeeded in bringing half of the eligible crew- 
men from the Enterprise as well as men from the 
Coral Sea, Ranger, Sea Wolf, Snook and Blue 
Ridge into a suit demanding the Navy either 
honor the contract or discharge them honorably. 
Their case is scheduled to be heard in Federal 
District Court in late June. 

The nuclear tech’s fight with Congress has 
also spawned a national organization called 
VRB/OUT (Variable Re-enlistment Bonuses or Out), 
which has chapters throughout the country, inclu- 
ding Honolulu, Norfolk, Charleston, Long Beach 
and San Diego* Each chapter wcrks^ independently 
around the VRB issue, with its own suit, lawyers 
and tactics. 
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GOVT ALCOHOL INSTITUTE SPENDS MILLIONS ON 
DRUNKEN FISH STUDIES 

NEW YORK (CPF/ LNS) --Apparently taking the ex- 
pression "he drinks like a fish” very seriously, 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Al- 
coholism (NIAAA) has been spending millions of 
dollars to determine the aggressive behavioral dif- 
ferences between 'drunk* and 'sober* fish. 

According to Senator William Proxmire, 

$102,000 were spent on the fish studies, which in- 
cluded one experiment to compare, in sunfish., the 
difference in aggressiveness produced by gin and 
tequilla. 

At the same time, the NIAAA was also spending 
$90,000 to produce alcoholic rats — neurotic 
ones at that. The rats were placed in no-win, 
no-exit situations, driven thoroughly neurotic, 
and then offered alcohol to relieve their anxiety. 

These two experiments were sufficient to win 
the NIAAA Proxmire *s less-than-coveted "Fleece 
of the Month" award --no small achievement be- 
cause the NIAAA had some stiff competition from 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse. 

"A recent NIDA grant of $121,000," says 
Proxmire, went to study the "effects of marijuana 
on male sexual arousal while viewing pornographic 
films . " 
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TRIBUTE TO JULIUS AND ETHEL ROSENBERG HELD IN 
NEW YORK ; MARCH TO FBI FOLLOWS 

NEW YORK(LNS) --Twenty six hundred people at- 
tended a commemoration of the death of Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg in New York City’s Carnegie Hall 
on June 15. Following the event, Michael and 
Robert Meeropol, sons of the Rosenbergs, led a 
midnight candlelight march of several hundred peo- 
ple to FBI headquarters, demanding that the agency 
release all files in the Rosenberg-Sobell case. 

The Rosenbergs were executed on June 19, 1953 
for allegedly conspiring to commit espionage. 

Their execution was a key part of the government's 
concerted anti- communist campaign during the ^old 
War* The Rosenbergs'* co-defendant, Morton Sobell, 
was sentenced to 30 years in prison. He was pa- 
roled in 1969 after serving 18 years. 

"They were convicted for their beliefs, there 
was never a valid conviction," stated attorney 
Marshall Perlin at the Carnegie Hall tribute. 
Perlin has long been involved in the effort to 
reopen the case. 

Several speakers quoted recently released FBI 
documents that point to secret dealings with the 
prosecution and the FBI by trial judge Irving 
Kaufman, who sentenced the three. The files in- 
dicate that Kaufman worked to ensure the execu- 
tion of the Rosenbergs and to protect himself and 
the Rosenberg-Sobell case from public and judicial 
review. 

"If we can now know this much, what more must 
there be in the thousands of pages of documents 
that they have denied us?" remarked attorney 
Abbott Simon. Only about 6% of the government's 
files on the case have been released so far as a 
result of the lawsuit filed by the Meeropols last 
July under the Freedom of Information Act. But 
the National Gommittee to Re-Open the Rosenberg 
Case continues to press for release of all the 
files. 

Helen Sobell, a long-time activist in efforts 
to reopen the Rosenberg -Sobell case, connected it 
with similar political trials and repression to- 
day aimed at poor people, blacks, Puerto Ricans, 
Native Americans, Chicanos, and women. 

"Our only hope is unity," she asserted, in 
deterring future Rosenberg cases, protecting ac- 
tivists from the FBI, CIA, and "countering the 
war mongers." 

Morton Sobell spoke about the need to con- 
tinually press for the release of political pri- 
soners, including Attica defendant John Hill and 
the five Puerto Rican nationalists who have been 
held in federal prisons for 22 years. 

Black Puerto Rican prisoner activist Martin 
Sostre, who won release recently after seven years 
in prison on a trumped up, drug charge, proclaimed^ 
"I am living proof of a victory. They were try- 
ing to kill me but here I am." 

"The balance of power has shifted in favor 
of the forces of liberation," he continued, re- 
ferring to victories in Angola, Cuba and Vietnam, 
"and it won't be long before Puerto Rico is free." 


Family members of the slain Black Panther 
Party leader Fred Hampton sent their greetings from 
Chicago saying, "We are in the same fight." The 
family is trying to win the release of more FBI 
files in a suit charging the government with con- 
spiracy to murder the black activist. 

Other speakers included actor Howard da 3*xva 9 
political activist Cora Weiss, and Puerto Rican 
Socialist Party member Andreas Torres. Folksinger 
activists Pete Seeger and Danny Kalb performed. 

And tapes of the late singer Paul Robeson could be 
heard as his son, Paul Robeson, Jr., spoke about the 
frame-up of the Rosenbergs. 

A group of actors including Tony Randall, 

Sarah Cunningham and Michael Kane presented drama- 
tic readings of FBI documents relating to the case 
and letters from the Rosenbergs to their sons right 
before their execution. 

"You will not grieve alone,' Julius Rosenberg 
wrote. "We die secure in the knowledge that others 
will carry on for us." 

* * * 

For more information or to make greatly needed 
contributions, contact the National Committee to 
Reopen the Rosenberg pase, 250 W 0 57th Street, New 
York, NoYo 10010. 

—30— 

LARGE CORPORATIONS BUYING UP THE SUN 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Large corporations are buying up 
the sun, according to a recent survey by a Washington 
DC energy research organization. 

According to. the survey by the Center for Science 
in the Public Interest (CSPl), the country's major 
oil, automotive and aerospace industries are acquiring 
patents for solar heating and the generation of 
electricity. 

And although a relatively small amount of federal 
money is available in the Environmental Research 
and Development Agency for solar energy research, 89 
percent of it goes to large corporations. Twenty 
percent of these funds go to the three major producers 
of control systems for aerospace and defense work: 
General Electric, Honeywell and Martin Marietta. 

Corporations acquiring solar heating patents 
include Mobil Oil, General Electric, General Motors, 
Martin Marietta, Dupont, Boeing and United Aircraft. 

Patent-holding corporations for thermo-electric 
power generation include Bell Telephone, American 
Machine and Foundry, General Dynamics, National Cash Re* 
gister and Ford-Philco. 

Many large corporations predict that widespread 
use of solar energy is still far off in the future 
and that its potential energy contribution is small. 
However, conservative government estimates exceed 
those of private corporations, predicting that the 
use 6f solar energy could approach 4 percent of the 
nation's energy needs by 1985. 

"If present trends continue," writes "People & 
Energy," the publication of the CSPI, "it seems almost 
a certainty that the nation's corporate giants will 
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secure a virtual monopoly on the development, 
distribution, and pricing of solar energy systems/ 

-30- 

********************** -fc*************^^^^^^^ 

(See graphics.) 

B-l BOMBER OPPONENTS PRESENT STRETCHER-FULL 
OF PETITIONS TO WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON (LNS) — A delegation of U.S. ••" < 
labor, religious and scientific leaders presented 
over 21,000 signed pet it iotiat to President Gerald 
Ford on June 16 opposing production of the contro- 
versial B-l bomber . 

The petitions, presented on a stretcher, 
were collected from hundreds of communities across 
the country by groups working to defeat the bomber. 

Sought by the Air Force to eventually replace 
the existing B-52s, the B-l fleet has run into 
heavy opposition in Congress in recent weeks. In 
May, the Senate voted to block B— 1 production 
funds until after the presidential election, and 
the House is expected to act on a similar measure 
by the end of June. 

Congressional criticism of the B-l has fo- 
cused on th<^ program’s immense cost — expected to 
exceed $90 billion over the fleet’s thirty-year 
lifetime . 

"The money for just one B-l would pay for a 
year’s operation of nine community colleges, each 
serving over 10,000 students,” Clergy and _ Laity 
Concerned director Don Luce told Dr. Theodore 
Marrs, special assistant to President Ford for Hu- 
man Resources, who accepted the petitions. 

”The money for two B-ls would pay for a com- 
plete clean-up of the Great Lakes, and the money 
for the whole system would pay for low cost hous- 
ing for six million people. We ought to be using 
our money to heal people, not to kill them, '“"Luce 
concluded. 

Dr. Marrs told the activists that his func- 
tion is to receive messages for Ford, not to com- 
cent on them. "People come here," Marrs said, 
describing the wide range of protests he is faced 
with every day, "they present their yiews, and I 
present mine, and we say equally meaningless 
things ..." 

"Well, we’re here to make ours meaningful," 
countered Sister Mary O’Keefe of Network, a Cath- 
olic Sisters’ lobby group in Washington, D.C. 

The petitions handed to Ford oppose the B-l 
as part of a "dangerous military policy of nuclear 
overkill and brinkmanship,” and add that "produc- 
tion of the B-l would waste precious resources... 
consume oceans of fuel... and could damage the at- 
mosphere’s ozone layer which protects us from the 
sun’s radiation." 

Moreover, said Don Luce, "The B-l is useless 
as a defensive weapon. "In a war with a super- 
power you could get six exchanges of missiles be- 
fore it ever got there. It would arrive 6 hours 
after the war was over. 

"Its only use — and its intended use — 


is a£ an aggressive weapon against Third World 
nations. The Angolans were lucky it was not 
produced last year. The Third World people know 
that it is pointed at them as a way of getting con- 
trol of their resources. ’’ 

* * * 

To take part in the Nationwide Campaign to 
Stop the B-l Bomber, contact either the American 
^Friends Service Committee, 1501 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 (215) 241-7060 or Clergy 
and Laity Concerned, 235 E. 49th Street, NYC 10017 
(212) 371-7188. -30- 

*************************************************** 

CORPORATIONS PRODUCE SHORT SOFT-SELL FILMS 
FOR MOVIE-GOERS 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Corporate advertisers are sneak- 
ing in the backdoor of your local theater with "soft 
sell" feature shorts shown along with full length 
films. Seven million people for instance, have seen 
Burlington Northern Inc.’s little film "Portrait of 
a Railroad" since it was made in 1973. 

"We wanted to make a non- commercial film about 
the railroading industry in general," Burlington 
Northern’s vice-president Albert Rung told Business 
Week. 

"We were concerned that so many young people 
felt railroads were out of it — run by robber barons 
and rip-off artists — and we worried that too many peo- 
ple in the East thought of railroads only in terms 
of broken-down commuter trains." 

Burlington’s "non-commercial" film takes full 
advantage of the fact that movie advertising is a lot 
cheaper than comparable television time. "It may cost 
$40,000 to make a one-minute TV spot," explained A. 
Scott Miller, a director of Paramount Communications, 
"but it may cost millions to place it on TV. In films 
you have a comparable production cost, but nowhere 
near the distribution cost. ,r 

The company also gains a captive audience. "After 
paying anywhere from $3 to $5 a ticket, a movie-goer 
is going to watch whatever is on that screen, "says 
John Parker, sales manager for a Fort Worth film and 
distribution company. "He can’t turn it off and go 
into the kitchen for a beer." 

Since Burlington Northern’s venture onto tiie 
golden screen, other corporate giants have;} joined the 
bandwagon. Gulf Oil has produced three full-length 
shorts, including "Mirrors of Time," which deals with ' 
offshore oil exploration. And Rockwell International’s 
B-l Bomber division has made a $50,000 short called 
"Test Pilot" — designed, perhaps, to influence public 
opinion on the controversial bomber which is cur- 
rently up for Congressional funding. 

All together, some 50,000 theaters are now 
playing these slick corporate shorts. When the film 
is over, says Paramount’s Miller, "a tag line says, 
Produced through Company X, ’ or ’Paramount wishes 
to thank X for its cooperation. ’ It’s a real soft 
sell." 

—30— 
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PLEASE* HELP US MOVE BY PAYING YOUR BILLS NOW!!.” 
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TOP RIGHT- B-l Bombero Goes with article on 
page 6 0 
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TOP LEFT: RobextCleft) and Michael Meeropol,sons 

of the Rosenbergs, lead march to New York City 
FBI Headquarters, June 15. Goes with article on 
page 5 . 

CREDIT: George Cohen/GUARDIAN/LNS 


MUDDLE LEFT; New highrise apartment buildings 
and shanties in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Can go 
with interview on page 1. 
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